THE   HISTORT   OP  SPIRITUALISM

prestidigitation."    The  phenomena in  question  in-
cluded, among other things, " the production of true
knots in an endless string, the rending of Professor
Zollner's bed-screen, the disappearance of a small table
and its subsequent descent from the ceiling in full
light, in a private house and under the observed con-
ditions, of which the most noticeable is the apparent
passivity of Dr. Slade during all these occurrences."
Certain critics have tried  to indicate what they
consider  insufficient  precautions  observed  in  these
experiments.    Dr.   J.   Maxwell,   the   acute   French
critic, makes an excellent reply to such objections.
He points out* that because skilled and conscientious
psychic investigators have omitted  to indicate  ex-
plicitly in their reports that every hypothesis of fraud
has been studied and dismissed, in the belief that
" their implicit affirmation of the reality of the fact
appeared sufficient to them," and in order to prevent
their reports from being too unwieldy, yet captious
critics do not hesitate to condemn them and to suggest
possibilities  of fraud  which  are  quite  inadmissible
under the observed conditions.

Zollner gave a dignified reply to the supposition
that he was tricked in these cord-tying experiments:
" If, nevertheless, the foundation of this fact, deduced
by me on the ground of an enlarged conception of
space, should be denied, only one other kind of
explanation would remain, arising from a moral code
of consideration that at present, it is true, is quite cus-
tomary. This explanation would consist in the pre-

* " Metapsychical Phenomena " (Translation, 1905), p. 405.
300